A& 44]                 Battle of the Pyrenees
Accordingly, therefore, he stretched his army across the
Franco-Spanish frontier, lay siege to San Sebastian at the
one end, blockaded Pamplona at the other, whilst the main
part of tie army in the centre of the line occupied the passes
of the Pyrenees and covered those operations.
For the next few months the theatre of war lay in these
rugged mountains through which Lord Wellington's army
fought its way doggedly step by step, until at last it stood
upon the soil of France,
On July 25th Soult made his first attempt to dislodge the
Allies from across his frontier and heavy fighting took place
at Roncesvalles and in the Maya Pass when the British were
defeated and driven back.
This was the beginning of the Battle of the Pyrenees, which
lasted several days and was spent by Lord "Wellington in
galloping from one point to another of his mountainous
position, often in danger of surprise and capture, but gather-
ing up as he went the scattered threads of combat, and weaving
them into the pattern of ultimate victory.
On July 27th as he was riding down the valley of the Lanz
in search of Picton's * Division, and trying to fit together
the various pieces of his jig-saw puzzle, he learned at Ostiz
that Picton had had to fall back and take up a position on
some heights before Pamplona, a piece of news which caused
him to dash forward at racing speed. But a little further
on, at the village of Sarouren, he was checked by the spectacle
of a large French force in movement along the summits of
the mountains with its right towards the Ostiz road. This
* Picton, Sir Thomas, lieutenant-General, 1758-1815. In command
of the 3rd Division during the Peninsular War, Served in Bdgfum in
x8i5, and was killed at Waterloo. Picton was a grand soldier of tfee
rough and ready type and no respecter of persons. He was cue of
Lord Wellington's best generals, and by him highly appreciated; ** 3
rough foul-mouthed devil as ever lived * was Wellington's deagoattoa
of him, "but he always behaved extremely we8; no maa eonld ckr
better in different services I assigned to him . . " (Stanhope,
turns mtk the Duke of WelSagtan^ p.
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